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KEL-LEE’S YORKSHIRE TERRIERS 

HOPEFULLY HELPFUL HINTS
I have thought for a long time about all the things I've discovered either the "hard way" or in conversations with other "dog folks" and wished I could make myself put them on paper.   I have finally decided that the time is now, so here goes . . . 

Health and Medical:
* Keep a 1 cc or 3 cc syringe (minus the needle) on hand to give liquid medications.  They work MUCH better then the eye droppers that usually come with the bottle.  You can usually get one from your Vet or ask at your local pet shop for a syringe to feed baby birds.

* Keep a jar of strained baby chicken or American cheese to disguise pills. Best of all are the new “Pill Pockets” available online at many pet supply websites.  Amazing product!

* Keep a can of cooked chicken packed in water and brown rice.  Cook the rice and mix with the chicken to produce a "bland" diet which vets recommend when your puppy has soft stools or has been vomiting.  I ALWAYS have this in the cupboard so I don't have to make a special run to the store.  (You can add a jar of the strained chicken to make it taste better)  You can also add Gerber's Baby Rice Cereal mixed with water . . . don't use milk as it can add to your problems.

* Look at your puppy’s gums when he is feeling well.  Learn to recognize the pink gum color of a healthy puppy.  The first thing you must check when your puppy isn’t feeling well are his gums!  If the gum is pale or white, contact your vet immediately!!  Your puppy is “shocky” and in very big trouble!  Invest in a good dog health book.  Keep Karo white corn syrup on hand.  If you see pale gray or white gums and the vet is a distance away, put your finger in the syrup and then put what “sticks” in the puppy’s mouth if he can swallow.  It will bring up his blood sugar very quickly but it is only temporary.  Again, contact your vet!  This is an emergency response ONLY!
* Learn to keep your puppy’s teeth clean.  Toy dogs need to have their teeth cleaned by your vet at least once a year.  The better job YOU do of keeping his teeth clean and tarter free, the less time it will take the vet to professionally clean them . . .  which translates to less time under anesthetic.

* Wash water and food dishes every day in very HOT water.  It will help your puppy stay healthy.  Besides, would you like to eat off of dirty dishes or drink stale water? I use filtered water.  Pick up “wet” (canned) food after your puppy is through.  

* Wash the bed, crate pads (if used), blankets, and toys at least once a week.  This helps control any fleas and makes a pleasant place for your puppy to sleep.

* Bathe your puppy every week or week and half.   Check his skin and ears every time.  Prevention is the key to avoiding problems!   Enjoy this time with him and be patient!  He may learn to look forward to this special time with you.

* Don't overtire your puppy or allow others to play too hard or too long.  He will need frequent naps!  Provide him with a quiet place where he can retreat when he is overwhelmed.  A Vari-Kennel #200 is an excellent “den.”   You can remove the door completely if you like.  Do not put the kennel in his exercise pen though.  He may figure out that he can climb on top of it and jump out of his exercise pen.  Teach your puppy to crate train and you will know he is as safe as possible when you can not be there!  

* Holidays are exhausting for everyone.  Remember to CLOSE doors and make sure visitors are aware of your puppy.  Keep visitors handbags OFF the floor!  Many of carry medications and in all the confusion of a holiday get together, it’s easy to overlook and disaster waiting to happen!  Keep your puppy away from the kitchen with holiday cooking and the potential for hot ovens or spills.  Holiday decorations can be a serious hazard too!!

Travel:
*Never, EVER leave your puppy in a vehicle.  If you can’t take him inside with you, DON’T take him!  Never travel with your puppy unless he is confined in a crate.  Always put his crate in the back seat and use your seat belts to secure it!!  Air bags in the front can seriously damage a crate.  Remember that should you be involved in an accident your puppy could escape and become lost or WORSE in traffic!  You wouldn’t let a child ride unrestrained in your vehicle - why would you allow your puppy?

* Take water from home to give your puppy when traveling to avoid upsets.

* Remember MOST puppies will become car sick so bring towels and plastic bags for soiled items and waterless hand cleaner for you.  Most puppies outgrow this tendency by the time they are about a year old.

* Be a welcome visitor and take his crate in with you!  Accidents are likely when a puppy is excited and in a different environment.  

* SUPERVISE your puppy at all times!  Most homes are NOT puppy proof!

* Take an exercise pen with you for use on the road at rest stops.  MANY dogs become lost when owners want to walk them at these stops.  Set up your pen and allow your puppy to potty in safety.  Remember your puppy will be nervous and excited on a trip with so many new things to see and experience.  BE SAFE!

Emotional and Physical Well Being:
* Don’t expect your puppy to be comfortable for long periods of time alone.  He is a social animal and he NEEDS your companionship.   If you must be gone for the whole day, arrange for a neighbor or friend to come to check on him.

* Try to keep a regular schedule for feeding and bedtime.  He likes to know that things happen at certain times and in certain ways.  Try to always feed him in the same quiet place.  Watch to make sure he is eating . . . not eating is often the first sign of illness.

* Yorkies are a TOY breed but they are not toys!  Always supervise children near your puppy.

* Never leave your puppy the "run of the house" when you are not there.  He can find a thousand ways to get in trouble or get hurt.

* Don't use the bathroom as a place to put your puppy when you are not home.  There are germs in even the cleanest bathroom as well as cosmetics, cleaners, and all that other "stuff" we all store in the cabinets.  Use kiddy locks on ALL cabinets including the kitchen and laundry room!

* Keep a tube of Bitter Apple Furniture Protector.  When you put this on your table legs or the corners of the cabinets, its AWFUL taste discourages most chewing.




* Yorkies are NOT outdoor dogs!  They are meant to be kept indoors as your best friend and loving, loyal companion.  Please return your puppy's devotion.  YOU are his whole world...  Act responsibly.
* NEVER LEAVE A COLLAR OR HARNESS ON YOUR PUPPY OR ADULT DOG 

WHEN LEAVING HIM IN A CRATE OR PEN!  I can't tell you how many heart 

breaking stories I've heard about dogs choking to death when their collars got 

caught on something.  
* Have your vet "microchip" your puppy for identification.  It only runs about $35.00 and cannot be tampered with or removed like a tattoo.  All puppies from 

Kel-lee’s have already been microchipped with Avid chips.
* If you have a pool or visit someone with a pool, remember to be EXTRA 

watchful.  If your puppy were to fall or jump in, even if he could swim, he would 

not be able to get out on his own and would drown when he became exhausted.

* Watch out for electrical cords and entertainment equipment cables . . .  Puppies 

like to chew and electricity and tiny sharp teeth don't mix!  Remember that lamps, 

irons, appliances can fall when the cord is tugged.

* Do you know which plants in your yard (or the neighbor’s yard) or indoors are 

poisonous?  Everything goes in a puppy’s mouth, just like a human baby! 

* Did you know that swallowing a coin can cause death in a dog?  Not only from 

choking, but as the coin is in the stomach, it can corrode and poison the dog.  I 

saw a beautiful Sheltie at my Vets that was slowly dying from this very thing. . 

sadly, nothing could be done to save him.  

* Watch for small objects on the floor like paper clips, toothpicks, pens/pencils,

 jewelry, coins, etc. that your puppy could swallow.  Keep your trash in an area your

 puppy CANNOT access!   

* Older homes often have many layers of paint and the bottom layers may be 

lead based.  Don’t allow your puppy to chew on woodwork or roam the house 

unsupervised.

* Be ALERT when walking your puppy for other dogs.  He is depending on you to 

protect him.  Do not allow your puppy to lunge or bark at other dogs.  Invest in 

TRAINING and be a responsible dog owner - and maybe save your puppy’s life 

by insuring he is a good canine citizen!

* When your puppy grabs your pant leg or shoe, don't scream at him . . . 

immediately gently push him away and give him an appropriate toy to chew.   Do this 

every time and he will soon learn what he can and cannot chew.

* Don’t punish your puppy for a house training mistake.  The next time he will simply 

make sure he goes where you don’t see him.   Be patient and kind.   Pick him up, take 

him to the spot you wish him to use and IF he goes, PRAISE, PRAISE, PRAISE!  

Absolutely Natural Odor and Stain Remover or Nature’s Miracle will “fix” those 

accidents.  I use Absolutely Natural Odor and Stain Remover in the carpet cleaner. 

One cup for the whole tank of water.   Not only does it work, it leaves your carpet 

clean and is safe.  Another good product is OxiClean available in many discount stores.

What ever cleaning products you use, make sure that they are safe around pets!   

* If you chose to allow your pet on the furniture (and of course, you will!) please 

purchase steps or ramps to give the puppy/dog safer access both going up and down!

You can find both ramps and steps online and at some discount stores such as Target or

Walmart.  Jumping off furniture is NOT a good idea for your new best friend.

Educate yourself!!!
Darlene Ardan’s  The Irrepressible Toy Dog is excellent for general information. 

This has always been one of my favorite books.  Darlene also has a newer book out which I have not had the pleasure of reviewing but plan to do so in the near future.

Joan Gordon’s The New Complete Yorkshire Terrier is a very good breed specific book with a great deal of information on the breed.

Sandra Lemire’s, Yorkies Head to Tail is full of information for both the experienced and novice Yorkie owner.

There are so many WONDERFUL books on the market for training, and health.  I highly recommend you ask for other pet owners favorites and invest!   I would be happy to give you ideas. 

One last bit of very important advice...

If you are bringing in a new puppy and have other pets, gently and carefully introduce the new comer preferably on some neutral ground such as a safe

park or perhaps a friends home.  Supervise CAREFULLY at all times!

And please....  Remember your older companions in the excitement of the arrival of a puppy.  They have loved you long and always.  Please show them the respect they deserve.  YOU are your pet’s WHOLE WORLD and they depend on you for their emotional and physical well being - be worthy of

such unconditional LOVE and DEVOTION!

I hope this has been of some help to you.  If you need more information, please contact me.

Gale Kelley         

 626-571-0909   

e-mail: yorkies@earthlink.net            

Web Page:  http://www.kel-lees.com
Member:  

Yorkshire Terrier Club of Los Angeles      Yorkshire Terrier Club of America
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