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Kel-lee’s Yorkies and Chinese Cresteds

Puppy Needs
Your new puppy will need some things when he comes home to live with you.  Some of the following are absolute necessities.  Some depend on whether or not you will groom your puppy yourself or take him to a professional groomer.  I have given you the products that I use on my own dogs.  Unfortunately, some are only available at dog shows, on the Internet or by mail order.  There may be products at your local pet store that are as good; however I am not familiar with them.  (Please see last page for Internet URL’s)

DIET
* Kibble - Natural Balance Duck and Potato (http://www.naturalbalanceinc.com/)
* Canned - Natural Balance Duck and Potato

* Natural Balance Duck and Potato Biscuits or Cheerios (excellent treat!)

* Pet-Tabs Jr. (vitamin) optional

At three months, I feed a “wet meal” warmed in the microwave twice a day and dry down all day...  At six months, I usually reduce wet meals to once a day with the dry down all day unless weight gain becomes a problem.  I always mix frozen peas and carrots (cooked in the microwave first!)  brown rice and the canned food and make sure it slightly warm at night.  I do this because I chose to make a “cooked” meal for my dogs in the evening.  It is by my choice and it makes ME feel good!  I also often add shredded boiled chicken breast especially if they are not eating well.

Please do not succumb to those adoring big eyes during your own meal time.  Feeding table "goodies" upsets this balance of proper nutrition and deprives your puppy of the things he needs to promote good health and growth.  You can add a little cottage cheese, scrambled egg, veggies (diced carrots and peas are good), rice or white chicken meat to your dogs food without harm.  Be sure to cook the veggies to enable your dog to digest and use the food value.   Most love carrots (raw as a fun treat or cooked and added to food), green beans, broccoli, and peas.  In the summer, you can even give frozen veggies as a treat. 

EQUIPMENT
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT YOUR PUPPY IS JUST LIKE A HUMAN BABY AND MUST BE TREATED AS SUCH!!   THEY BOTH EXPERIENCE LIFE BY TASTING EVERYTHING!!!

PUT "KIDDIE LATCHES" ON YOUR CABINETS THAT CONTAIN HOUSEHOLD CLEANERS.  EVEN COSMETICS CONTAIN HAZARDOUS INGREDIENTS.  DON'T FORGET TO CHECK YOUR YARD FOR HIDDEN TEMPTATIONS LIKE SNAIL BAIT AND ANT TRAPS!!  DO YOU KNOW WHAT PLANTS ARE DANGEROUS IN YOUR YARD?  EVEN A TINY LICK OF ANTIFREEZE WILL PROVE DEADLY TO YOUR PUPPY.  USE COMMON SENSE...IF IT IS POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS FOR A CHILD. IT'S JUST AS DANGEROUS FOR YOUR PUPPY!!!  

*Exercise Pen - this may seem like an unnecessary expense but you will never be sorry you bought one.  It is eight 24" by 24" wire panels that fold accordion style to make a rather neat, flat package.  When set up (which takes only a minute) your puppy has a safe 4' by 4' environment in which to play.  Not to mention that your dining room table legs, kitchen cabinets, electrical cords, and shoes are also protected from inquisitive teeth!   If you suspect your puppy can climb or jump out, provide a top for your pen.  Contact me for further info on making a top for your pen.  Anytime you can not supervise your puppy's activities, just set up your exercise pen and you can both feel safe.

* Crate - either plastic or wire.  NEVER put your puppy in the car without being safely in his crate!  In the event of an accident or emergency stop he would be thrown about.  Or, should someone open the door he could flee in a panic.  If your vehicle has passenger side airbags, put the crate in the back seat!   Never leave your puppy in a car even in temperate weather.  PLEASE REMEMBER THIS RULE!!!!!

* Crate pads or "woollies"

* Blankets - look for yard sales with baby things out.  Old receiving blankets work very well, as do old towels (make sure there are no loose bindings or edges for the puppy to get tangled in).  Dogs like to "ruff" them up to make "nests" to sleep in.   Put one in their bed and crate.

* Stainless steel water dish and heavy ceramic food dish (DO NOT USE PLASTIC BOWLS AS THEY OFTEN HAVE AN ALLERGIC REACTION CAUSING A "WHITE" NOSE!!)

* Bed - the type with imitation sheep skin is great unless you plan to keep your adult dog in full coat.  Experienced show people will tell you that the sheep skin "breaks coat" and that plain cotton fabric is better.  Yorkies seem to love beds with “sides” commonly called “donut beds”.

* TOYS!!!  They really like the "Soft Bite" toys with squeakers (especially the carrot and the banana).  They WILL destroy the squeakers rather quickly, but that's the way "kids" are!  If you choose other plastic toys, make sure they are made of latex, not vinyl.  Vinyl is too hard and they will soon begin to chew off little pieces that can be a choking hazard.  SUPERVISE play with toys!  NYLABONES are NOT good for your puppy!!!  They are much too hard and can cause broken teeth.  GUMABONES are softer and they love them (particularly the ones impregnated with chicken flavor).  THROW OUT TOYS THAT ARE DAMAGED BY PUPPY TEETH.  If he is chewing off little pieces, he could choke or end up with a blockage.

* Leash and Collar - Choose a soft. smooth collar or better yet, a harness to protect your puppy’s tender neck.  You will need to take your puppy with you to fit a harness so make sure he has had all his shots before you introduce him to the world!!  Please be wary of other dogs that may approach.  So many toy dogs are the innocent victims of attacks.  Using a harness will make rescuing your puppy with a jerk less likely to cause him injury.  DO NOT

walk your dog with a collar – always use a harness!

GROOMING
Yorkies are a "single" coated breed, meaning that they do not have an undercoat.  Their coat is very similar to human hair but do not use human shampoo.  A dog has a different ph balance then humans and using "people" shampoo may result in dry, itchy, flaking skin.  This is the time to carefully check your puppy’s skin, eyes and ears for early warning signs of potential problems.

RULE #1
NEVER NEVER NEVER LEAVE YOUR PUPPY UNATTENDED IN THE SINK OR ON A COUNTER OR TABLE.  HE WILL WALK OR JUMP OFF BEFORE YOU CAN BLINK AN EYE  -  GUARANTEED!!!!!!!!!  I can not stress this enough!  

* Shampoo - I use Crown Royal Biovite #2 Shampoo The best prices I’ve found seem to be available at http://www.brownkennelsupply.com.  NOTE:  Puppies are wiggly in the sink and slippery when wet!  Get a good hold and make sure to have your shampoo, conditioner, and towel right at hand!  Consider using the bath tub for the first few times before trying to bathe in the sink until you see how your puppy reacts to his bath.   Rinse and rinse and rinse again!  Shampoo residue will make you puppy itch and flake!  Recently I discovered Absolutely Natural Shampoo. It is safe for the eyes and rinses out easily which makes it a very good shampoo for puppies.  Both are available through the Internet.  They are NOT available in pet stores. 
* Conditioner - I use Coat Handler Conditioner only.  Believe me, I have tried most everything available and have come back to Coat Handler for good!  It is available online and in many of the pet supply catalogs.

* Oil - I recommend using a little “Pink Luster” (available at Sally’s Beauty Supply and many other stores like Wal-Mart) OR Neutrogena Light Sesame body oil after rinsing and before blow drying...  Remember that you have chosen a "coated" breed which will require frequent bathing and daily brushing.

* Brush - I use Hindes medium pin brush or ScalpMaster with shorter and stiffer pins to help with tangles.  Be aware that pin brushes are not intended to scrape along the skin... use with common sense!

* Comb - I use #1 ALL SYSTEMS “THE ULTIMATE METAL COMB” They are expensive but you won't find any rough spots to tear your puppy's coat.  Remember to ALWAYS finish your grooming by COMBING through the coat.  You will be surprised at the knots and tangles you will find that you missed with the brush.  DO NOT ALLOW MATS TO REMAIN IN YOUR PUPPY'S COAT!  Mats tighten with each passing day and can be very painful.  An ounce of prevention . . . Removing mats is not fun for you or your puppy!  A small “Ever Gentle” slicker can be carefully used to help break down mats (#1 All Systems makes a very nice slicker too).

* Fine-toothed flea comb - I use these under the eyes to remove "eye junk" which accumulates in a remarkably short time.  KEEP YOUR PUPPY'S UNDER EYE AREA CLEAN.   You can use a damp wash cloth to soften and remove "eye junk" then comb through with the flea comb.  Pet Edge has a gel formula that really does help with tear staining.  Call me for more information.

* Dryer - When using your hair dryer to dry your puppy, PLEASE WATCH THE HEAT!  Remember that his skin is very tender and you can easily burn him.  There is a portable dryer available that has a stand so you can have both hands free to groom your puppy as he dries.

* Cut the nails right after you bath your puppy every week . . . the nail seems to be softer and easier to trim.  You won't have to cut very much to keep the nails short if you do it regularly.  Keep some "Quick Stop" to pat on the nail if it bleeds.  DON'T say "I'M NEVER GOING TO TRIM THESE NAILS AGAIN!" just because you cut one too short and it bleeds . . . it happens all the time to everybody who grooms dogs!  Your puppy will forgive you in record time!

*Ears and Paws - Invest in an electric trimmer like the Groomsman battery operated moustache clipper– OR  better yet, either of the Oster corded models (this will last you forever!) and keep the pads of the feet trimmed so your puppy has a little "traction.”  Learn to trim the top third of the ears for a true "Yorkie" look. Also remember to check your puppy’s ears.  Mix ½ white vinegar with ½ rubbing alcohol to make the best ear cleaner ever!  Believe me – if you use this mixture after every bath you will not have ear infections!!

Damp, moist ears invite infections!  

Gale Kelley    e-mail: yorkies@earthlink 

My own darling pet beds!!   http://www.kel-lees.com   

I try to keep the following websites up to date but some may no longer be functional

You can also try a search on line using the old URL 

Member:   

Yorkshire Terrier Club of Los Angeles  http://www.ytcla.org/   

Yorkshire Terrier Club of America     http://www.ytca.org/

Cleo Sergeant for bows! also beautiful blankets and throws.

No web site but call 602-938-3311

The Finishing Touch: Bows for the Show Dog with matching leads and many other hard to find products!  Wonderful site!          http://www.dog-bows.com/

Crown Royal Shampoo and #1 All Systems products:  http://www.brownkennelsupply.com 

Pet NutriDrops available at Revival Pet Supplies:  www.revivalanimal.com

My favorite site for TOYS and misc. supplies – best prices as a rule:    http://www.petedge.com
Absolutely Natural Products:    http://www.absolutelynatural.com/Welcome.html
                Natural Balance Dog Food:    http://www.naturalbalanceinc.com/

For #1 All Systems Products and mail order dog supplies:    http://www.cherrybrook.com/
Mail order or online dog supplies:     http://www.kvvet.com/
Jeffers Pet:  http://www.jefferspet.com/jeffers/
Cherrybrook pet supply:  https://www.cherrybrook.com/index.cfm
Important URL’s to read, study and BOOKMARK

Please DO read the following website and study it!  I have used the technique and it does work!

CPR Instructions:   http://members.aol.com/henryhbk/acpr.html
AVMA Pet Poison Guide:  http://www.avma.org/pubhlth/poisgde.html

EMERGENCY POISON CONTROL FOR ANIMALS:   http://www.napcc.aspca.org/
Poisonous Plants:  http://www.dogpatch.org/plants.html
VetInfo - Veterinary Medical Information for Dogs and Cats:  http://www.vetinfo.com/
EMERGENCY Dog Links:  http://www.geocities.com/~olelo/shelties/emergencydoglinks.html
Pet Grief from Cornell:  http://www.vet.cornell.edu/public/petloss/
Assorted Pet Related 800 Numbers: http://w3.aces.uiuc.edu/VJR/st800.html
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